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ABSTRACT 



This report presents data on demographic, social, and 
economic characteristics of Asian and Pacific Islanders in the United States. 
The U.S. Census Bureau collected this information in the March 1999 
supplement to the Current Population Survey. Topics include: geographic 
distribution (most Asians and Pacific Islanders live in the West in 
metropolitan areas) ; age distribution (this population is young) ; marital 
status (young adult Asians and Pacific Islanders are more likely to have 
never married than are non-Hispanic Whites) ; family type and family size 
(most families are maintained by married couples, and families tend to be 
larger than non-Hispanic white families) ; educational attainment (among 
people over age 24 years, this group is more likely than non-Hispanic Whites 
to have earned a college degree and to have less than a ninth grade 
education) ; labor force participation, unemployment, and occupation (men are 
more likely than women to participate in the labor force, and Asian and 
Pacific Islanders are concentrated in managerial and professional specialty 
occupations); family income (while one-third have incomes of $75,000 or more, 
one-fifth have incomes of less than $25,000); and poverty status (Asians and 
Pacific Islanders are more likely to be poor than are non-Hispanic Whites) . 
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The Asian and Pacific Islander 
Population in the United States 



Population Characteristics 



This report presents data on the demo- 
graphic, social, and economic character- 
istics of the Asian and Pacific Islander 1 
population in the United States. The U.S. 
Census Bureau collected this information 
in the March 1 999 supplement to the 
Current Population Survey (CPS). 2 The 
topics covered are geographic distribu- 
tion; age distribution; marital status; 
family type and family size; educational 
attainment; labor force participation, un- 
employment, and occupation; family in- 
come; and poverty status. 



GEOGRAPHIC DISTRIBUTION 

The majority of Asians and Pacific 
Islanders live in the West. 

In March 1 999, the Asian and Pacific 
Islander population in the United States 
numbered 10.9 million, constituting 4 per- 
cent of the total population. Most Asians 
and Pacific Islanders (53 percent) resided in 
the Western region of the United States, 
with 20 percent in the South, 18 percent in 
the Northeast, and 10 percent in the 
Midwest 3 (see Figure 1). In comparison, 



'“Aslan* refers to those having origins in any of 
the original peoples of the Far East, Southeast Asia 
or the Indian subcontinent including, for example, 
Cambodia, China, India, Japan, Ko- 
rea, Malaysia, Pakistan, the Philip- 
pine Islands, Thailand, and Viet- 
nam. “Pacific Islander" refers to 
those having origins in any of the 
original peoples of Hawaii, Cuam, 

Samoa, or other Pacific Islands. 

The Asian and Pacific Islander 
population is not a homogeneous 
group. Rather, it comprises many 
Aslan and Pacific Islander groups 
who differ In language, culture, and 
length of residence In the United 
States. Some of the Aslan groups, 
such as the Chinese and Japanese, 
have been in the United States for 
several generations. Others, such 
as the Hmong, Vietnamese, Lao- 
tians, and Cambodians, are com- 
paratively recent immigrants. Rela- 
tively few of the Pacific Islanders 
are foreign born. 

2 The population universe for the 

March 1999 Current Population Sur- 
vey Is the civilian noninstitutlonal- 
Ized population of the United 
States plus members of the armed 
forces in the United States living 
off base or with their families on 
base, but It excludes all other 
members of the armed forces. 



J No statistical difference existed between the propor- 
tion of Aslans and Pacific Islanders living In the South and 
in the Northeast. 



Figure 1 . 

Region of Residence by Race: 1999 
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•The percentages may not add to 100.0 percent because of rounding. 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, March 1999. 
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